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THE 



LIFE 

OF 

ANACREON. 



Anacreon was bom at Teos, a sea-port town of 
Ionia. Who were his parents is uncertain ; though 
it is conjectured, from good authority, that his fa- 
mily was noble The time of his birth, accord- 
ing to Barnes, was in the second year of the 55th 
Olympiad, about the beginning of the reign of 
Cyrus, in the year of Rome 194, and the 554th be- 
fore Christ. According to this account, he was 
about eighteen years of age, when Harpagus, the 
general of Cyrus, came with an army against the 
confederate cities of the Ionians and ASolians. The 
Teians, finding themselves too weak to withstand 
the enemy, rather chose to abandon their country, 
than their liberty, and therefore transported thcm- 

1 Madame Dacler endeavoured to prove, from Plato, that he 
was a kinsman of Solon, and consequently allied to the 
Codridse, the noblest family in Athens: but her endeavour 
wanted support — See Life of Anacreon prefixed to Younge’s 
Version of his Select Odes. 
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8 THE LIFE OF ANACREON. 

selves and their families to the city of Abdera, inf 
Thrace; where they had not been long settled, 
before the Thracians, jealous of their new neigh- 
bours, endeavoured to give them disturbance. It 
is probable, that in these conflicts, Anacreon lost 
those friends whom he laments in some of his epi- 
grams. 

We cannot expect many particulars of the life 
of this poet, because he seems to have been a pro- 
fessed despiser of business, and the cares of the 
world. It is certain, tliat wine, love, and the muse, 
had the disposal of all his hours. 

From Abdera he went to the court of Poly- 
crates, tyrant of Samos, at that time one of the 
most gay and flourishing in Asia. A person of 
Anacreon's character must undoubtedly meet with 
a welcome reception, wherever wit and pleasure 
were esteemed : accordingly we find, that he was 
so highly honoured by Polycrates, as not only to 
be admitted into a share of his friendship, but even 
into his most secret counsels. How long he con- 
tinued at Samos is uncertain ; but it is probable, 
that the friendship of Polycrates, and the splendor 
of his court, had influence enough to detain him 
there the greatest part of his reign. This opinion 
also seems confirmed by Herodotus, who assnres 
us, that Anacreon was with that prince in his 
chamber, when he received a message from Orce- 
tes, governor of Sardis, by whose treachery Poly- 
crates was soon after betrayed, and inhumanly 
crucified 2 . 

a See Univerial History. Vol. viii. 8vo. page 271. 
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THE LIFE OF ANACREON. 9 

A little before this remarkable incident, Ana- 
creon left Samos, and removed to Athens, having 
1)een invited thither by Hipparchus, the eldest son 
of Pisistratus, one of the most virtuous and learned 
princes of his time; who (as Plato assures us) sent 
the most obliging letters, with a vessel of fifty 
oars, to convey him over the Aegean. The same 
philosopher who relates this, does Anacreon the 
honour to style him ‘ the wise Anacreon which is 
the foundation of Monsieur Fontenelle’s ingenious 
dialogue, where he introduces Anacreon and Aris- 
totle disputing the prize of wisdom, and gives the 
advantage to our poet. 

Hipparchus being assassinated, he returned to 
his native country Teos ; for, after the death of 
Cyrus, the Teians had been suffered to reinhabit 
their country unmolested. Here he remained, as 
Suidas informs us, till another commotion in the 
state obliged him once more to fly to Abdera; 
where he died in the 85th year of his age. 

The manner of his death was very extraordi- 
nary ; for we are told, that he was choked with 
a grape-stone, as he was regaling on some new 
wine : which has afforded Mr. Cowley a subject 
for a fine elegy, the conclusion of which is very 
happy : 

It grieves me, when I see what fate 
Does on the best of mankind wait, 

Poets or lovers let them be ; 

’Tis neither love nor poesy 

.Can arm against death’s smallest dart 

The poet’s head, or lover’s heart. 

But when their life in its decline 
Touches the’ inevitable line. 
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10 THE LIFE OF ANACREON. 

All the world’s mortal to them then, 

And wine is aconite to men. 

Nay, in death’s baud the grape-stone proves 
As strong as thunder is in Jove’s. 



A small part only of his works has escaped the 
malice of time; for, besides the odes and epi- 
grams that still remain, he composed elegies, 
hymns, and iambics. Some writers honour him 
with the invention of the lyre. How much he 
was the delight both of the ancients and moderns, 
appears sufficiently from those extravagant praises 
which they have bestowed on him. Horace men- 
tions him with honour : 

Nec,si quid olim lusit Anacreon, 

Delevit atas 

Lib. iv. Ode 9. 

■ ■■ blithe Anacreon’s sportive lay 
Still lives, in spite of time’s destructive sway. 

Buncombe. 

Anacreon had a delicate genius, and there are 
inexpressible Charms and graces in his poetry. 
‘ His chief excellence,’ says Madame Dacier, ‘ con- 
sists in imitating nature, and following reason: 
he presents no images to the mind but what are 
noble and natural .’ — ‘ The Odes of Anacreon,’ 
says Rapin, i are flowers, beauties, and perpetual 
graces : it is familiar to him to write what is 
natural. He has an air so delicate, easy, and 
graceful, that among all the ancients, there is no- 
thing comparable to the method he took, nor to 
that kind of writing he followed. He flows soft 
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THE LIFE OF ANACREON. 11 

and easy, every where diffusing the joy and indo- 
lence of his mind through all his compositions, 
and turning his harp to the pleasant and happy 
temper of his soul.’ 

But no one has given us a juster character of his 
writings, than that little god who inspired them, 
as Mr. Cowley has made him speak : 

All thy verse is softer fur 
Than the downy feathers are 
Of my wings, or of my arrows, 

Of my mother’s doves, or sparrows ; 

Graceful, cleanly, smooth, and round. 

All with Venus’ girdle bound. 



I cannot better conclude this account of Ana- 
creon, than with the following epitaph, as it is 
translated in the Spectator, No. 551. 

ON ANACREON. BY ANTIPATER. 

This tomb be thine, Anacreon ; all around 
Let ivy wreathe, let flowerets deck the ground ; 

And from its earth, enrich’d by such a prize. 

Let wells of milk, and streams of wine arise : 

So will thine ashes yet a pleasure know, 

If any pleasure reach the shades below. 



To which let me add a fine stanza from Dr. 
Akenside’s Ode on Lyric Poetry, in honour of our 
poet ; 

I see Anacreon smile and sing: 

His silver tresses breathe perfume ; 
llis cheek displays a second spring 
-Of roses, taught by wine to bloom. 
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It THE LIFE OF ANACREON. 

Away, deceitful cares, away ! 

And let me listen to his lay. 

While flowery dreams my soul en^ploy ; 
While, turtle-wing’d, the laughing hours 
Lead hand in hand the festal powers, 
Lead yontb, and love, and harmless joy. 
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